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THE SOWING AND THE TENDING THE 
HARVEST. 


0. C. HAMPTON. 


“ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 
ing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.” 

When about twelve years old I began to 
have a dread of death — not merely when I 
happened casually to think of it, but I was 
for two years haunted almost day and night 
with this hideous spectre, which to me at 
this time was synonymous with total 
annihilation, as [ had no faith whatever in 
the immortality of the soul. In my four- 
teenth year I was so completely wrapped in 
the gloomy shrouds of despair, that most of 
my time when alone was spent in tears, but 
not in prayer, for I neither knew nor cared 
for any God. Not knowing how to obtain 
any relief, and almost insane with a hope- 
less, secret sorrow,1 consulted one of the 
ancient elders and sages of our institution, 
to discover if there was any possible escape 
from the horrors of my situation, other than 
suicide; for I had fully made up my mind 
that this, my mental agony, was no longer 
endurable. He proposed to me a sincere 
confession of all my sins as a commencement 
of a process by which this terrible night- 





mare of fear and foreboding might be lifted 
from my mind. I saw no relation whatever 
between the disease and the proposed cure ; 
for I had never committed any sins worth 
naming, and I felt no conviction for what 
few [had committed. However, I was con- 
vinced I must do something, and so con- 
fessed all my sins honestly, and was for a 
short time relieved from my awful gloom 
and sorrow. But it returned, andI bid de- 
fiance to mortal power to remove it. But, 
as I turned into my fifteenth year, I all at 
once blazed out into a perfect conflagration 
of passions, lusts, desires, appetites from the 
lower strata of my being, which threatened 
to instantly burn up and sink into the low- 
est hell of infamy and destruction, all my 
higher, purer instincts and aspirations. 
Accompanying this state of mind was a 
most profound conviction for sin, and a sense 
of ruin, misery and hell, so intense, that all 
my previous sorrow was a mere dust in the 
balance compared to it. As soon as I per- 
ceived this declared war of the lower ele- 
ments, I mustered all my higher and holier 
energies to overcome and conquer these 
enemies of my eternal peace (for I felt they 
were nothing less). This surely was a ter- 
rible time. I went down into the very bot- 
tom of the Jordan, and scarcely ascended 
for a period of three years. A very great 
portion of this time I was in prayers and 
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tears, and for about one whole year opened 
my mind nearly every day, and for some 
weeks two or three times a day. But from 
the first moment of this conflict with those 
lower energies of my nature, every vestige 
of my former, youthful, sorrows, fears and 
agonies, fled away forever. Was there not 
then a congruity between the disease and 
the method of cure proposed by the vener- 
able sage and good elder? For many years 
I was obliged, over and over, to re-enter the 
field of those conflicts and fight for my free- 
dom from these lower instincts (the very 
worst of all tyrants); but since I first com- 
menced this war, I do not recollect of hav- 
ing once yielded or compromised with my 
adversary. So much for Sowing. 


—_——__>__—_——. 


TEACHINGS OF FALSE THEOLOGY, IN- 
FIDELITY, AND TRUE RELIGION. 


GILES B. AVERY. 


The mission of THz SHAKER MANIFESTO 
is first, to diagnose the present status of hu- 
manity, physically, socially, morally, and 
religiously. 

2. To suggest appropriate remedies for 
the abnormal and diseased conditions of hu- 
man society. 

3. To.set forth clearly, the distinction be- 
tween the good, natural or earthly man, and 
the good, spiritual or HEAVENLY man. 

4. To teach the true standard of pure re- 
ligion. 

5. To bear that testimony from Heaven 
which shall be a searcher of the hearts and 
tryer of the reins of human character and 
life. The Son of God, as seen by St. John, 
was heard to say: ‘‘ All the churches shall 
know that Iam he who searcheth the yeins 
and hearts, and I will give unto every one 
according to their works.” But worldly 
ministers are employed in excusing the lives 
of men, in that religion consists in believ- 
ing that character avails nothing in the final 
awards of destiny! Souls are Jost and saved 
(not from sin) but from sufferings by sin, 
through faith that Jesus Christ suffered in 
their room and stead! Thus mankind sub- 
stitute conventional beliefs and institutions 
for religion, and_ call things by wrong 





names; and at length, conventionalities be- 
come impurities. So much wickedness and 
cruelty have been wrought under the pro- 
fession and name of Christianity, that the 
name ‘‘ Christian” is to millions a reproach 
—a by-word of contempt. But, dominion 
over conscience is Antichrist, always and 
anywhere, whether the result of the arm 
of national religion, law, force of custom, 
conventional institution, theological dog- 
matism, creed, through individual sins or 
blindness. : 

In science, art, mechanics, mankind learn 
that the ultimatum of perfection is the re- 
sult of simples! The revelation of truth 
teaches the same thing in religion. Cease 
to be the servants of sin by the cessation of 
the violations of convictions of righteous 
duty. Elisha, the Prophet, taught a simple 
remedy for cure of palsy: ‘‘Go and wash 
seven times in Jordan.” The meaning of 
“ Jordan” is “judgment.” Thus was shown 
the cleansing of the leprous soul, a soul dis- 
eased by sin—by washing, cleansing, com- 
ing many times to judgment — confessing 
and repenting of sin. 

Benighted humanity deals in opposite ex- 
tremes, both beyond the bounds of truth, 
overdrawn, like a caricature. 

Thus theologians teach: “ Three males as 
God, of whom Jesus is one.” 

Infidelity teaches: “Wo God tut Nature.” 

True religion teaches: “ God a duality,— 
a Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother — 
the creative powers of the universe. 

Theology false: A Heaven beyond blue 
skies for an elected few. 

Infidelity : No Heaven but earth, and the 
pleasures of sense. 

True religion: Heaven, the bliss of doing 
good, and being good. 

Theology, false; Hell of eternal torments 
for those elected to damnation, be their 
deeds good or evil. 

Infidelity: No hell for any sinners, here 
nor hereafter, excepting the wary entrap- 
ments of fellow-man. 

True religion: Hell, inevitably experi- 
enced sufferings; the results of violations 
of God’s laws; comprising sufferings physi- 
cal, mental and spiritual, 

Theology, false : Tortures of Catholic in 
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quisition for lack of belief in man-made 
creeds, a God-ordained duty. Persecutions 
and tortures of Protestant inquisitions for 
faith in creeds opposite to Protestant ideal 
truth. 

True religion : Freedom of conscience and 
blessings of peace and salvation rendered 
unto all souls who will live the Christ life. 

Theology false: Belief in the plenary in- 
spiration of every word between the lids of 
the Bible, and similar approximate ideas. 

Infidelity: No belief in any portion of 
the Bible, nor even in the existence of 
Jesus Christ nor his disciples; the whole a 
myth 

True religion: A recognition of a portion 
of the Bible as a record of God’s truth; a 
revelation from God, and a necessary guide 
to life ; but many instructions and tolera- 
tions of the Bible adapted to one age of hu- 
manity, not adapted to succeeding ages of 
progress. Portions of the biblical record, a 


history of human weakness, wickedness and 
depravity much to be deplored. 


Theology false: Resurrection of the physi- 
cal body of Jesus being the true resurrec- 
tion of the Lord. 

Infidelity : No resurrection of either body 
or soul ; but death, an eternal sleep. 

True religion; The Christian resurrec- 
tion, a raising of the soul from death (the 
fruit of sin) to life (the fruit of righteous- 
ness), to obedience to God’s laws, being life 
eternal. 

Theology false: Day of judgment a time 
to come when the world shall be consumed 
with eternal fire! 

Infidelity: No day of judgment ever to 
occur. 

True religion: The day of judgment a 
period experienced by any soul, when by 
the light of truth, transgressions of its laws 
are discovered by that soul in its life’s 
career, and it confesses those deeds of 
transgression to witnessing souls, whio, in 
like manner have confessed and repented, 
or are repenting of sin. 

The law of eternal truth leads mankind 
to a life of benedictions, services to fellow- 
man, sacrifices of self to do God’s will for 
the benefit of fellow-beings; a holy com. 
munion with the pure, good and wise / 





UNITY OF FAITH. 


HERVEY L. EADS. 


It is generally believed by the outside 
world that the Shakers, like their ecclesias- 
tical bodies, have a written creed which all 
must believe, and to which all must sub- 
scribe, who apply for admission into our 
body. Herein I propose to disabuse the 
public mind in this regard, by disclosing the 
fact that the Shakers have no written creed, 
being founded on revelation; on this rock 
we propose to build and there remain. Nev- 
ertheless, there are some things necessary 
to insure success to applicants, if it be proper 
to use the term things to conditions. 

These are: First. They should have an 
inward awakening to enable them to sense 
the “ exceedingly sinfulness of sin.” 

Second. They should have an internal de- 
sire to be freed from it and to live a higher, 
purer and more angelic life than they find 
it possible to do in the world. 

Third. They shoyld, even if they are of 
the highest class, and among the most 
learned of the lower world, be willing to be 
taught the way out of sin and into a holy 
life. If their object in coming is to teach 
instead of being taught they had better not 
apply, because the child spirit only will in- 
sure success. 

Fourth. It is necessary they should be- 
lieve that God is; and that He is the new 
order of those who faithfully serve Him, 
and that He isa God of order in all things 
and has the same established among men, 
and which, when found, must be submitted 
to in order to come into harmony with Him. 

Fifth. They should be willing to bring all 
the deeds and sins of their past lives to the 
light of this order and be taught how to 
shun them in future. 

Sixth. None should ever apply merely for 
the “ loaves and fishes ;” all such are sure 
to fail. 

Seventh. They should be willing to “ put 
their hands to work and their heart to God.” 
All who have gained these conditions are 
ripe for the harvest and ready for a life and 
home in God’s Zion, and may confidently ex- 
pect to be successful in working out their 
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own salvation. All those who have not 
gained these conditions would do well to 
pause and not apply. It will be asked: Are 
all within the gates in possession of these 
conditions? I answer, nay. Being filled 
with love and sympathy, hope and charity 
for the down-trodden of our race, we have 
admitted thousands while only the tens have 
been succsssful and made their ‘‘ calling 
and election sure.” We have fully proved 
the truth of the Saviour’s words, ‘‘ Many are 
called, but few are chosen.” Had none been 
admitted only such as had the conditions 
named, we should not have been forced to 
this sad confession. But Iam asked: “ Must 
culture and learning become subordinate to, 
and be taught.by, ignorance?” Ans. Not by 
ignorance in spiritual things. But, if this 
supposed ignorance has found the pearl for 
which the world, with all its wisdom and 
learning, has sought in vain, then worldly 
learning and wisdom must be content to 
take the lower seat. “I thank Thee, 
Father, that Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent and hast revealed them 
unto babes, even so Father, for so it seemed 
good in Thy sight.” Even when the condi- 
tions named are gained, we may still enter- 
tain shades of theological dogma, and think 
variously of many things without detriment 
of union or gospel travel. In the various 
educations there are many things imbedded 
in the intellectual understanding which will 
take time to correct. Still, unity of faith is 
desirable in the body, which, to attain, is 
worth laboring for; to this end it is sug- 
gested to me by a very intelligent Elder, 
that it would be well to explain more fully 
the difference between tutelary deities and 
subordinate gods, than is now apparent to 
the common reader as set forth in “ SHAKER 
THEOLOGY,” since their offices seem to be 
the same, and the existence of one is denied. 
This I cheerfully do. Tutelary deities are 
believed to be attributal — that they did not 
originate by generation in any lower world. 
This idea originated in heathen lands thou- 
sands of years since. They had offices and 
names for more than 30,000 of them. It 
arose from the belief that God was not om- 
nipotent in being, and must of necessity 
have other trustworthy deities to act when 





and where he could not himself be present. 
They supposed he had a throne much larger 
than himself in the middle of his universe, 
on which he sat in regal splendor, with a 
pleromac world around him filled with at- 
tributable deities to send forth to distant 
planets. Others taught the doctrine that 
there were two Gods on the throne, one 
male, the other female, and these deities 
were their offspring by generation ; hence 
they worshipped the images of generation. 
All such as were thus -brought into exist- 
ence or immediately created by God, were 
termed tutelary deities. God subordinate, 
or subordinate gods, were persons and angels 
erroneously so styled, because they were 
God-appointed agents, by and through whom 
He chose to enlighten the world. Such were 
Moses, Elijah, Christ and others. Some 
otherwise enlightened minds of this day 
apply to God, condition, figure and exten- 
sion, properties of matter, thus denying his 
omnipresence and infinity only in an ele- 
mentary and diffusive way; that is to say, 
He is located somewhere in space, diffusing 
his power as the sun does his light ; but this 
idea is no improvement on the tutelaries, 
and it will be no hindrance to the gospel 
travel of any soul to class them both as 
chimerical, and let them go back to heathen 
land whence they sprang. 
So. Union, Ky. 


re 


GILBERT MOTIER, MARQUIS DE LA- 
FAYETTE, 
AND HIS EXPERIENCE AMONG THE SHAKERS 
IN 1783, on 1784. 


The Marquis De Lafayette, one of the 
most illustrious names of modern history, 
was born at Chavaignac, in Auvergne, 1757, 
and commenced his career at the court of 
Louis XV, at the period when hostilities 
were commencing between Britain and her 
American Colonies. At the age of twenty, 
he left the presence of his bride, and, fitting 
out two vessels with arms and provisions, 
sailed for Boston, was received by Wash- 
ington and his army with acclamations, and 
joining their rank as a volunteer, was 
wounded in his first action, near Phila- 
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delphia, while he commanded the van- 
guard of the patriot army at the capture of 
New York. On returning to France when 
peace was concluded with the mother coun- 
try, Lafayette found himself immensely pop- 
ular, and he presently took his seat with the 
notables convoked in 1787. In the course 
of his notorious and glorious career in the 
governmental revolutions in France, during 
which the royal family twice owed their 
preservation to his address and courage ; 
but by reverses of fortune, he was at length 
captured by the Austrians and imprisoned 
at Olmutz; was released in 1797, and retired 
to private life. In 1818 became a member 
of the Chamber of Deputies, and resuming 
his career as an advocate of constitutional 
principles, had the satisfaction of seeing the 
dream of his life realized in 1830, in France. 
In 1824 he revisited the United States, and 
was received with great enthusiasm. But 
time, more capricious than he, allowed him 
to see the stone hurled at the feet of his 
ideal, liberty, and he carried the saddest of 
all lessons with him to eternity in 1834. 
Many believers in specia] providences 
have considered that the Marquis De Lafay- 
ette, was one of the best mediums ever 
brought under natural inspiration. Before 
he was twenty years of age he was appointed 
in due form to hold rank in the French army. 
It was at this period the American Colonies 
were struggling for independence. Prince 
William, of England, was making a tour 
through France near where Lafayette's 
regiment was quartered, and was guest to 
a French nobleman in that neighborhood 
and Lafayette was one of a select number 
invited to dine with him. The loquacious 
English Prince commenced an unreserved 
conversation respecting the American War. 
Perhaps none at that table had any definite 
knowledge of the character of that struggle, 
nor the true object the Americans were con- 
tending for; with Saxon frankness the 
Duke talked the whole matter out, without 
the least duplicity or covering. There is no 
believer in inspiration in cause and effect 
but would discern at a glance that his caution 
was controlled, his perception beclouded 
and his descriptive powers excited by some 
higher presiding agency. He is reported to 





have been very eloquent and candid, and to 
have represented the Americans as an 
oppressed people struggling for liberty, 
though he seemed unconscious of what he 


-was doing. Deep down inthe soul of the 


Marquis lay slumbering a noble patriotism, 
unbounded liberty, and universal love of 
his race, and a disposition which would 
prompt him, when rightly inspired, to sac- 
rifice treasure and pour out his blood like 
water in defense of the rights of man. The 
story of the Prince and the spirit which 
inspired it, thrilled the inexperienced soul 
of Lafayette, like holy fire ; it awakened the 
budding powers of his manhood, and aroused 
the newer and greater qualities of his being 
into action. In contemplating the man, to 
many he then seemed quickened and trans- 
formed into a new being; he seemed sud- 
denly to have developed the wisdom of the 
sage, and the courage and daring of a hero. 
He soon presented himself as the champion 
to help crush out tyranny, that human free- 
dom might be erected upon its ruins ; he 
seemed moulded for the very age in which 
he lived ; his whole career in the new and 
old world, and the part he took in both, 
proves it. 

Lafayette's first interview with General 
Washington goes far to prove that he was a 
strong medium ; passing review under the 
severe inspection of a master spirit of the 
same organization. With a board of officers 
he sat down to dine with Waghington, and 
before the hour had expired, by useful 
observation and deep impression, his whole 
character was read, and read correctly by the 
great American Chief. Lafayette was 
attracted to Washington at all times as to 
some guardian angel ; he was unconsciously 
influenced by spirits which ministered to the 
father of his country. 

We introduce this singular man in this 
manner, to claim that it was not possible for 
him to enter where any kind of inspiration 
was agitating human beings, without being 
excited by it. 

Among the many confidential Jabors and 
missions intrusted to Lafayette, he was sent 
from Albany to negotiate with the Indian 
tribes, to take up the war hatchet for the 
Americans; in his intercourse with them 
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he commanded their veneration and enlisted 
many of the red warriors in defense of the 
colonies. It was while on one of those mis- 
sions that he called on the Shakers at Nis- 
kayuna, N. Y. (now Watervliet). It was 
an important period in the inspiring com- 
mencement of the latter day, a time when 
many were flocking to Mother Ann Lee, and 
the Elders with her, to hear the gospel 
requirements and tidings which brought 
salvation. A period when all became quick- 
ened by the power and inspiration which 
attended the first witnesses of truth who 
first proclamed Christ’s second appearing. 
When the Marquis entered the neighbor. 
hood of Niskayuna, where the gathering to 
Mother Ann Lee was fast progressing, he 
heard of their meetings, and in company 
with another officer he called to visit them. 

Among the believers there were many who 
had been connected with the army from the 
beginning of the war, some who hed joined 
Mother Ann’s society before, and some after 
Lafayette had entered the service of the 
army ; and as both officers were in simple 
regimental dress, they were readily recog- 
nized. He entered, very quietly, the little 
dwelling where they first held their meet- 
ings; some were conversing, some passing 
in and out, and some were under singular 
inspired operations ; among the most eccen- 
tric of this class, were the outward manifes- 
tations of Abijah Wooster; he, among many 
others of strong minds, had investigated 
diligently, received faith correctly, and be- 
lieving that Ann Lee was inspired by higher 
spirits to declare to them the most self-sac- 
rificing testimony and word of God ever 
written, the power which attended her tes- 
timony had set them all on fire, and in great 
commotion. 

According to the laws which control 
organizations it was utterly impossible for 
Lafayette, with his singular powers, to enter 
a place with such surroundings, and not 
feel the state of the spiritual atmosphere, 
and the electric current into which he had 
entered. 

Lafayette was of a tall,manly,commanding 
form, and was the observed by many, and 
he was silently and busily engaged in closely 
inspecting the strange scene before him; 





true to his mediumistic powers and instincts 
where the most remarkable inspiration was, 
apparent, there he was the soonest attracted. 

Abijah Wooster was at that time under 


| perpetual agitations, shaking, jerking, t wist- 


ing in sudden convulsions. Seated on the 
back side of the room, Lafayette passed 
directly through the crowd, and quietly 
seated himself by his side, and to him devo- 
ted his undivided attention. He did not 
seem attracted to the man but the power 
that controlled and moved him; he looked 
steadily and watchfully upon him, and when 
agitated and moved, would lay his hand 
upon the limbs of the subject thus agitated. 
By thus closely observing him at all times, 
by laying on his hands much of the time, 
and continuing his investigations persist- 
ently, it embarrassed Abijah greatly ; he said 
he felt Lafayette to be a powerful spirit that 
brought him into great bondage; wishing 
to break this disagreeable spell and find 
relief from it, and the singular freedom thus 
taken with his gifts and person, he said to 
Lafayette: “ You seem desirous of obtaining 
this power ;” but the only answer received 
was: “Jt is desirable!” By this time 
Abijah became so thoroughly disconcerted 
that he suddenly arose and walked out of 
the door; Lafayette rose as suddenly and 
followed him. Determined to make good his 
escape from him, he cast about in his mind 
to determine what he should do next, and 
finally went down to the barn; but his in- 
vestigator followed on and went tothe barn 
also. 

The condition of the pursued was rendered 
more awkward in every movement the pur- 
suer continued to make; and to make it 
appear to Lafayette that he had business 
there, Abijah seized the broom and went to 
sweeping up the barn floor, taking all the 
pains to clean and put the place in order 
that was necessary; but the patience of 
Lafayette was not to be exhausted, for 
speechless and motionless he serenely waited 
to see what the next move would be. Abi- 
jah now started for the house, but close on 
his footsteps followed Lafayette, more 
faithful thana brother. Resolved to escape 
at all hazards, Abijah lifted a hatchway, and 
walked down into the cellar, still closely 
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followed by the man who was not to be 
shaken off for trifles, who descended into 
the cellar also. The confusion of Abijah at 
this period of the chase may be imagined, 
but not easily described, but he rallied, and 
resolved upon one more effort. A rude 
ladder extended from the cellar to the room 
above ; this Abijah hastily ascended, but as 
hastily was followed up by the unrelenting 
Lafayette. In all these moves, turns and 
overturns, nothing like ridicule or levity 
was apparent in Lafayette, but a settled de- 
termination to learn what influence or power 
controlled Abijah and caused upon him such 
strange movements and commotion. 

When they returned to the room Mother 
Ann and some of the elders were there, and 
by these Lafayette was soon drawn into 
conversation; and as they soon became 
earnest in this, Abijah, thinking he had 
already obtained his share of the entertain- 
ment seized a favorable moment to slip 
away. What followed after that he learned 
from the Brethren and Sisters present at the 
interview. Lafayette inquired what the 
nature of the religious movement among 
them was, that brought so many people 
together. Mother Ann described to him the 
work that believers were entering into; 
that the kingdom of Christ was gradually 
opening upon the world, and many were 
awakened to see their lost condition and 
were coming to judgment ; that after pas- 
sing through the work of cleansing the soul, 
by the oral confession of all sin to the elders 
of the church, they received the spirit of 
Christ and became inspired with the true 
light, and the power of salvation from sin. 
Lafayette inquired to know why he could 
not share in this power as well as others- 
Mother Ann, now under inspiratibn, declared 
to him that his time had not come to share 
in this spirit. She seemed to enter quite 
into his case, and informed him that a great 
work lay before him on the earth plane, and 
that he would ‘have to pass through a wide 
field of sufferings, before he could ever 
receive the gospel of salvation. 

In after years he may possibly have called 
the words of this singular prophetess to re- 
membrance, when what was promised him 
under inspiration became a great fact in 





his sorrowful life. It may often have came 
back to his meditation, as he lay bound, for 
years, in the old dungeons of Olmutz and 
Magdeburgh. However, this may have been 
in the bloody struggles of the French Revo. 
lution, or in his exile in foreign lands, some- 
thing of the kind was unquestionably 
reviewed in his recollection, when his spirit 
took its flight from the noble earth-farm of 
the Marquis De Lafayette. Many yet 
remember the startling intelligence that 
reached America of his sudden death. 
After his decease was reported in Paris, the 
first packet that came to America brought 
the sad news; but immediately ministering 
spirits, at the time of his death, honored the 
Shakers with the first reliable dispatches. 
The first night after his death, one of the 
brethren at New Lebanon saw in vision 
Lafayette and many others near him, 
and from his own spirit learned that he had 
passed into the regions of immortality. 
The Prophet Daniel’s vision was no more 
certain to him than this was to the more 
modern visionist. From the impression 
made, the dreamer was so confident of 
the fact that when he arose with the 
morning, he stated, without. qualification, 
that Lafayette had gone to the spirit land. 
The statement made its impression, the 
dream of course was remembered, the date 
recorded, and when the tidings reached this 
continent, all was verified. 

Washington was born to break the strong 
chain which bound the eélonies to the old 
world ; Lafayette was led by that power 
which guides the destiny of nations, to join 
hands with Washington, and pass through 
the first fiery struggle, and be taught by 
his genius, and to drink deeply of his 
inspiration. Their real labors lay in two 
hemispheres. Washington ever cherished 
the same tender recollections of Layfayette 
that a father would for a beloved son. 

In the bloody struggle of the French 
Revolution, the sympathy of Washington 
was the strongest power which supported 
the marquis, and, while struggling through 
the gloomy years of prison-life, the toils he 
had shared and the good he had done under 
the father of his country, were among his 
most sustaining recollections. 
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After obtaining /his liberty, he still toiled 
on for the welfare of France, and died as 
’ he had lived, imitating the example of the 
man he held dear, and who had long used 
all his influence to obtain his liberation, 
On the hard fought field of the American 
Revolution he formed a tender acquaintance 
with the old patriots and heroes who gained 
for America her independence. When his 
tried spirit was released from the fetters of 
mortality, his spirit instinctively turned to 
his dearest friend Washington, and to his 
old associates in the army of revolutionary 
notoriety in this hemisphere. When his 
stormy life was closed, and he was awak- 
ened to realize his entrance into the abodes 
of the departed from earth, the first conso- 
lation he sought was the sympathy and 
friendship of the noble patriots who first 
found a place in his youthful affections. In 


this far-off nation were the dearest objects 
of his love, and here he took his course. 
Inspiration teaches that many of these 
spirit friends were then in the work of God 
in the spirit-land. At the head of these 


stood Washington, who, like a guardian 
angel, stood ready to gather into the order 
of redemption all who had suffered and 
bled with him in defense of the rights of 
man. It would seem certain that many of 
these early friends, like ministering spirits, 
hovered over the dying couch to soothe the 
last agonies of the noble French hero. No 
doubt they were anxious to conduct him to 
that resting-place where they had found the 
treasures of immortality and eternal life ; 
and when his soul had broken the fetters of 
clay, they tenderly conveyed him to their 
own resting-place. 

Under these considerations, how singular 
appears to have been his first attractions to 
Mother Ann and the Elders of the Shaker 
Church while he was a soldier in the army— 
a man of earth, and destined to act as the 
Champion and Leader for long years, in 
some of the most thrilling scenes in which 
man ever suffered ? 

How simple are Heaven’s mysterious 
providences! That such a man could be 
thus inspired and touched with hallowed 
fire, in the morning of life, in his attraction 
to Believers in the mission of Christ Second 





Appearing, and to fix his attention upon the 
great fact which was to secure his salvation 
when scenes of earth should close upon him 
forever. 

_ a . 


AMONG THE SHAKERS. 


III. 


There may be among the Shakers those 
who are common-place, peculiar, or bigoted, 
but there are certainly some who are fine, 
intelligent men and women. I recall one 
pleasant-faced, motherly woman, who took 
me in charge on my first. visit, showed and 
explained things, at the same time asking 
me questions about my family, and telling 
me her own history and experience in a 
quiet, gentle and yet dignified manner. It 
was a real pleasure to look upon her face, 
with its broad, full forehead and modest, 
gentle eyes. I used to watch her as she 
went round with the others in meeting, and 
think what a saintly looking woman she 
was. Not a harsh expression, I was told, 
had ever come from her while she had been 
there. She told me that her husband had 
visited the Shakers with the intention of 
joining them, but he changed his mind, 
while she learned to believe in them, and 
left him and joined them with his full con- 
sent. When I spoke to her of their small 
number of converts she said with great fer- 
vor and earnestness, that was nothing to 
her; she would still be a Shaker if there 
were only one more in the world, as the 
number did not alter the truth. 

There was another’ woman of a different 
type, though no less sincere in her belief. 
She had married while young a man of 
wealth and position in Boston; but after- 
ward becarhe intensely interested in Advent- 
ist doctrines, and it was said had with 
others prepared herself for the expected 
second coming of Christ upon a certain day. 
She subsequently learned of Shakerism, 
and became one of its most zealous advo- 
cates. She tried in vain to convert her hus- 
band, and at length considered it her duty 
to leave him, although she had at the time 
three children, the youngest an infant. She 
had fully intended to take this infant with 
her; but on the day of her departure her 
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husband utterly refused to allow her to do 
so. This proved a great trial, yet she deter- 
mined not to abandon her faith. But it was 
a long time before she could get the baby’s 
cries out of her mind. Night after night 
they were ringing in her ears, but she 
reflected that it was in every way well 
taken care of. She entered into her new 
faith with great ardor, and seemed to think 
it only natural that she should sacrifice her 
own personal feelings upon the altar of her 
faith. She was ardent and enthusiastic in 
spirit, an active mind, spoke often with 
spirit and earnestness in the meetings, and 
wrote many articles in favor of Shaker life 
and principles. After about thirty years 


experience ina Shaker Community she dis-’ 


played no regret, but seemed to have only a 
consciousness of having acted her part and 
done her duty in this world, and was satis- 
fied with herself for having doneit, She 


was young looking, sprightly and robust, 
and had enjoyed much better health, she 
said, since she had lived according to her 


conscience than previously. 

I have already mentioned the Elder of 
one of the Families as being distinguished 
for his sociability, but his history deserves 
more special mention. He speaks of him- 
self as having been as a young man one of 
the wildest of the wild. He happened to 
be working at his trade near a Shaker set- 
tlement, and often heard of them in various 
ways. He laughed atand ridiculed them as 
much as any one could, never dreaming of 
ever becoming a believer in their doctrines. 
He visited them occasionally out of curios- 
ity, and was at length led into discussion 
with an elderly woman of the Family, who 
talked to him very plainly, and presented 
certain questions to him so forcibly and so 
different from what he expected that he 
became convinced the Shakers had the 
truth. He joined them at twenty-five years 
of age, with life all before him. He pos- 
sessed a vigorous mind and body, and de- 
voted himself heart and soul to living up 
to all the requirements of the new faith. 
To him this was no child’s play. He was 
a man of strong passions and affections, and 
it was only by great power of will and pro- 
longed effort that he was able to subdue 





himself and conform to Shaker purity. 
When we saw him at the age of seventy- 
five he was firm in the conviction that he 
had been called upon to live such a life, and 
that if he had neglected to live so here he 
would have been compelled under greater 
difficulties to live it hereafter. He was the 
head of a Family whose duty it was to 
receive visitors, and he explained the 
Shaker theories to strangers, and took the 
chief part as speaker at their public meet- 
ings. He was by no means a fine speaker, 
his ideas being often roughly expressed ; 
but he had the merit, in common with most 
Shakers, of speaking to the point. 

A different kind of man altogether was 
one who held the position of Trustee for 
the Society. He had been brought there by 
his parents when a child, with a number of 
brothers and sisters. They were a delicate 
family, and a number of them died of con- 
sumption. One brother left and engaged in 
business in a neighboring city, and the one 
of whom I am speaking was the only one 
left among the Shakers. He was a tall, 
fine-looking man, with delicate, refined and 
clear-cut features; a man of very few 
words, but when he spoke he showed that 
he thought much, and his ideas proved him 
to be a man of good common sense, without 
a particle of bigotry. He had so much gen- 
tleness of manner as to be almost womanly, 
though never weak nor effeminate. He 
always showed a good deal of kindly regard 
for children and for whatever required pro- 
tection. It seemed impossible for any thing 
or any one to suffer at his hands; and yet 
at the same time he had such a quiet per- 
sistency in defending what he thought right 
that he usually gained his object. His mind 
seemed to be progressive in every thing, and 
he was in favor of any thing which would 
have modernized the Shakers and taken 
them out of the ruts into which they had 
fallen. He favored the introduction of new 
machinery and inventions, the formation of 
classes for higher education, etc., but he 
had to work cautiously and quietly among 
people who look with suspicion ‘upon nov- 
elties. He was clearly in advance of his 
surroundings, though he was in harmony 
with the faith in its more intelligent form. 
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Had he been in the outside world there is no 
doubt but that he would have reached emi- 
nence and wealth. In fact it is easy to im- 
agine him the proprietor of large mills or 
workshops, with a flourishing and well- 
ordered community springing up around 
him, of whose interests and welfare he is 
as careful as of his own. 

There were many others whom I should 
like to mention, but perhaps these will 
serve to show that the Shakers are people of 
like desires, thoughts and feelings with 
ourselves, and that it has been just as hard 
for them to sacrifice themselves as it would 
be for any of us. We may think that they 
have no connection with ourselves, but in 
the long run I think it will be found that 
they have largely influenced public senti- 
ment in America. Perhaps no person can 
live without in some degree changing and 
modifying the circumstances of hundreds 
of others, and so the Shakers, though sel- 
dom obtruding themselves upon public no_ 
tice, have for the past hundred years been 
quietly changing or strengthening public 
opinion in various ways, either directly or 
through the influence of others. The best 
writers on political economy seem to be 
approaching very near Shaker doctrine in 
their views on communism and the advance- 
ment of women. 

It may seem from the foregoing as though 
I were in favor of Communism, but I think 
no one can have a greater aversion to Com- 
munistic and Socialistic theories in general. 
There has seemed to me to be in them so 
much unsound and unreasoning sophistry, 
that I scarcely had toleration enough to con- 
sider them at all. Had it not been that I had 
met with some who were not gainers but 
losers by Communism, and who lived it not 
for themselves but for the common good, I 
should not have thought a moment upon it ; 
and in trying to do the Shakers justice I am 
led to believe, so far as I can understand 
the subject, that at the bottom of much that 
is repulsive, unnatural and inconsistent in 
their system, there is a germ of truth, which 
in the far-off future may develop into some- 
thing which may justly be called Commun- 
ism, but which will bear very little resem- 
blance to the Communism of to-day. 





All the enterprises for the promotion of 
the common good are tendencies in this 
direction, such as many public institutions, 
the common-school provisions, colonization, 
co-operation, and all those things which, 
based on the idea that men are equal, tend 
to make them so. Many of the Socialists 
of to-day reject Christianity, but there is 
nothing so Communistic in the highest 
sense as the Christian religion. All its pre- 
cepts and teachings are for the equalization 
and uniting of people all over the world, 
and binding them together in one common 
interest. Heaven itself is pictured as a 
place where all are made equal; where 
there are no rich, no poor, no weak or infirm, 
but where disabilities of all kinds are re- 
moved, and the highest and broadest Com- 
munism prevails. And it may be so that in 
future it will be possible to have a type of 
it here on earth; that mankind may become 
so enlightened, and live so much in accord- 
ance with natural and moral laws, that the 
fact of mind being more than matter and 
life being more than meat will be univers- 
ally recognized ; and that the presence of a 
human being in this world will be enough to 
entitle him to all the earth affords! 


REST. 


JANE M. BRAINARD. 


Looking around us we behold upon the 
face of creation an expression of harmonious 
rest, suggestive of gomfort and quiet, with- 


out conflict. All nature is subject to divine 
law, and moves to immutable plans of the 
great Law Giver; man only differing from 
other Deific attributes through the power 
of free agency, which has been conferred 
upon him above all other works of the 
Divine Architect. Hence we deem him, 
originally, the most perfect of all God’s 
handiwork. But per force of his free agency 
he has wandered from his divine origin, and 
restlessness and dissatisfaction are the evi- 
dent results. Not in mature minds only is 
this unrest apparent, for we often see it in 
the tiny infant; it dawns with life and 
seems to follow its course from the cradle 
to the grave ; and many come in and goout 
of existence in this life without knowing the 
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blessing of rest, sweet rest! But as law 
and precision govern the entire universe, 
man, with all his obstinacy, must succumb 
to the natural law of his finite being, and 
in harmony with all creation yield to the 
attractions of the stronger powers of light, 
and thus grow away from darkness into the 
stronger elements of light. That light is 
stronger than darkness, is evident to every 
intelligent mind, not only materially speak- 
ing, but spiritually, also ; and by reason of 
this plain fact mankind have in many in- 
stances been caused to avoid dark ways and 
-places and have been drawn towards the 
light of a new life that would take them 
back to God ; for the precious soul belongs 
to its Maker, and can never find justification 
in material things beyond the use and not 
the abuse of the things of time. We know 
there are causes for unrest to our bodies ; 
but if our minds are at peace with God these 
can easily be borne. 

How many have wandered to and fro 
through earth’s domain in pursuit of rest, 
but finding it not, because their interior lives 
were at variance with the higher principles 
of true christianity. Artificial means may 
serve to allay the fiercer feelings of unrest 
for the time being ; but these soon pass 
away ieaving the soul that has become 
estranged from its Creator like the troubled 
sea, that is constantly casting up mire and 
dirt. 

But, One has said, “Come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” This is a beautiful invita- 
tion and I feel that it has reached my soul 
in the fullness of its true meaning ; and any 
response shall be a practical devotion to the 
principles of true christianity. By so living 
I shall ever remain a participant in that 
heavenly rest which the prophet said re- 
mained for the people of God. 

And while I feel an inward gratitude daily 
welling up in my soul for the spiritual bap- 
tism I have received, I would not be selfish 
in the possession of my heavenly treasures, 
nor unmindful of those without the pale of 
Christ’s kingdom, who perhaps if they knew 
the way and had the invitation would gladly 
enter the ark of safety and act well the 
Christian’s part. To all such I would say 





come and Jearn wisdom and peace in the 
ways of righteousness, and share in the 
labors and blessings of the higherlife. The 
door of the kingdom is ever ajar ; only knock 
and it shall be opened unto you, and you 
shall be made a welcome guest at the Lord’s 
table, and fed with bread that perisheth not 
in this ark of heavenly rest. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


MEEZHAHQUOD, 


THE MILLENNIUM OF THE INDIANS. 


GRANVILLE T. SPROAT. 


Many of the north-western tribes of the 
American Indians cherish a belief in a com- 
ing miilennium—a day of universal peace 
and love—when the red men shall be gath- 
ered into one common league of friendship 
and brotherhood—a perfect Indian commu- 
nity. The place of meeting they call the 
“ Long House,” or “ Keche Wahkiegun,” and 
say that it will reach from one great ocean 
to the other. 

This belief was“very forcibly expressed 
in the presence of the writer by Keche 
Behzeke, a chief of Chippewa nation in 
1837. It was spoken in his own wigwam, 
in a council of chiefs, in reply to the ques- 
tion, “ What are the hopes of your people 
for the future?” It was delivered in the 
Indian dialect, and abounded with beautiful 
tropes and figures, so characteristic of the 
red men. We have endeavored to render 
the thought, with many of the metaphors 
expressed, into English, in the piece before 
us, and have chosen, as best adapted to the 
subject, the poetic diction. 

The Long House shall reach to the Gates of 


the Sunset ; 
Its roof-tree shall measure from sea unto 


sea ; 

The door of the wigwam shall ever stand 
open, 

To welcome all souls to the Home of the 
Free, 


The Great Spirit, from his fair home in the 
South Land, 
Shall smile on his Red Children dwelling 
below ; 
He shall scatter us corn on the mountains 
and valleys.* 
And by all the streams tender bean- 
plants shall grow. 
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O’er the fair Hunting Grounds, in the Land 
of our Fathers, 
The red deer shall roam in the long sum- 
mer hours; 
The moose and elk shall o’er broad prairies 


wander, 
And Great Kesis+ kiss all the birds and 
the flowers. 


Keche nag shall dwell in his cave in the 
North Land; 
He shall chill us no more with his frost 
and his snow ; 
And the sun-god shall look from his home 
in mid-heaven, 
fat, as and dancing, the river shall 
ow, 


From the North to the South, on the Wall 
: of the Sunrise, 
Shall hang a Cloud-curtain al] radiant 
with gold; 
No Pate Face shall lift it to steal on our 
birth-right, 
No eye of the White Stranger look; 
through its fold. 


No treacherous Sea-Rover, with cruel Fire- 


water,§ 
Shall prow] round our wigwams, and bind 
us for slaves; 
No Death-poison slay all our women and 
children, 
While the rivers run red with the blood 
of our Braves. 


Where the Big Water dwells, by the Doors 
of the Sunrise, 
Again shall our white canoes onward 


speed ; 
No Demon-boats| howl o’er the terrified 
waters, 
With their big eyes of fire, and their 
thundering tread. 


On the rainbow of Souls,** on the pathway 
of angels, 
From the Land of Immortals, where good 
spirits go, 
They shall come back again to their homes 
in the forest, 
And walk, hand in hand, with their loved 
ones below. 


We shall dwell all our lives in the Home 
of our Fathers, 
Where good spirits talk with us all the 
day long; 
Our hearts will be glad in the Wigwams of 
Feasting ; 
Our spirits be cheered with the dance and 
the song ; 


No more ‘shall we meet in the home of the 


dying, 
To take the Last Smoke,f+ and to send 





our Farewell, 


In the land where the Red Men shall meet 
as true brothers, 
The land where the Great Spirit calls us 
to dwell. 





*(“* He shall scatter us corn, etc.”) The Indians 
have this tradition. Many winters ago there 
was a great famine among all the tribes that 
lived on the shores of Kech ming. (‘Great 
Lakes.) It was in the time of corn-planting. 
There was no rain formany moons. The streams 
all dried up. and the moose, elk and deer fled 
from the Hunting Grounds, to the country far 
north, for water. Many of the old men died of 
hunger, and the women and children lived many 
days on the tender bark of the roots of trees. 
Then the great chief, Manitogezhick (Sky Spirit), 
called for all the tribes to assemble and worship 
before the Great Spirit. They confessed their 
sins before him. saer worshiped him all 
day and all night in the dance. They wor- 
shiped him still another day. The longer they 
worshiped the stronger grew. Theold men, 
women and children, who were left in the wig- 
wams to die, were brought into the Lodge of 
Worship. The worshipers laid their hands 
upon them—they revived, arose and joined in 
the dance. Then, on the third day, the 
Great Spirit opened his windows in the South, 
and poured out his rain upon them. It rained 
many days. Corn sprang up in all the valleys, 
and ripened in a single month. Wild berries cov- 
ered the iplains. The moose, elk and deer -re- 
turned. There was feasting and rejoicing be- 
fore the Great Spirit. The Braves washed the 
war-paint from their faces, and did not yo to 
war any more. It was a time of peace—a fore- 
taste of the Indian's Millennium. 


+(Great Kesis, etc.’’) The Indian’s name for 
the sun. It is thought, by some of the tribes, 
to be the home of the Great Spirit, and from it 
he sends his cheering rays, through the opening 
at the top of the wigwam, to gladden the hearts 
of his Red Children. They love the sun; for 
they say it gives them life and strength. When 
it is under an eclipse, they sit in silence, in their 
wigwame, and do not speak until it shows its 
face again; when the whole camp is filled with 
rejoicing, and they salute one another with 
these words, “Kaget, odo penasewo-g,” etc. 
** Now are our hearts like the birds; for the sun 
shines upon us once more.” 

+(Keche Nodin, etc.”) The Spirit of the Wind. 
He is avery strong spirit, and the Indians fear 
him; and when caught out in a storm on the 
lakes, they make him an offering by throwing 
some of their treasures into the sea, where his 
children, the little Wind Spirits, stand ready to 
receive them. Their exclamation on such occa- 
sions is—Kaget neerkahdisi! (Truly he is very 
angry. 

8(‘‘ Cruel Fire-water.*’) The Indians also call 
it ‘‘ Fire Broth ’’—Ishkodo Wahbo; also, ‘* Death 
Poison.” All the good Indians detest it; while 
the bad ones will part with all sper possess for 
adram. They say it was brewed by Fire-Spirits, 
in acavern beyond the Big Waters, and always 
marks the coming of the Pale-Faces. 

(i‘* Demon-boats howl,” etc.) The Indians 
called the first steamboats they saw ‘‘Demon- 
boats.” They thought they were propelled b 
Machemenito, the great Evil Spirit, who carrie 
them on his back; and that the flashing of the 
fires, as they approached their shores, by night, 
was the lightning of his eyes, and the roaring 
of the steam was the thunder of his voice. 

**(‘*The Rainbow of Souls,” etc.”) Among 
some of the tribes, the rainbowis believed to 
mark the path On which good spirits go to the 
Land of Souls; and on it they will return again 
to visit the earth in the good time coming.” 

++(‘* Last Smoke,” etc.) Esquah Opwahgon.— 
See ‘‘ Maniresto,” July No., 1879. 
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Correspondence. 





CELIBACY: 


ITS RELATION TO LONGEVITY, AND AS AN 
ESSENTIAL TO DIVINE LIFE. 


Mr. Lesanony, N. Y., Feb. 5, 1880. 


Much respected friend, Dr. J. Dixson— 
Your letter to our much loved brother, W. 
Offord, was very acceptable, being suggest- 
ive of many letters of similar import. 
Therefore we will answer you, as the repre- 
sentative of numerous inquirers. 

1. ‘What are the effects of abstinence 
from exercising the functions of genera- 
tion?” Ans. Freedom from disease of the 
generative functions. 

2, “ What does your century’s experience 
of abstinence contribute to physiological 
science?” Ans. It contributes the above 
fact, freedom from the diseases of the gen- 
erative functions. 

3. “What forms of disorder arise from 
such abstinence?” Ans. No specific form 
of disease is incident to the life we live. 
We enjoy better health than those outside 
of us. 

4. “ How does it affect length of life?” 
Ans. Favorably. The author of this letter 
is nearly seventy-six years of age ; has lived 
a Shaker life more than half of his days, 
and personally indorses the above answer in 
all its bearings. Your negative inquiries I 
will attend to before I close. To physiolo- 
gists, philosophers, medical men and others, 
we say, form your theories according to the 
facts presented, and we will abide the re- 
sult, You are aware that in the presenta- 
tion of argument, there is a logical pro- 
cedure. To meet the foregoing in an orderly 
manner, we assume that man is in pos- 
session of and manifests a two-fold emo- 
tional life. The lower, represented by the 
propensities; the higher, by the attributes 
of goodness, mercy, and aspirations God- 
ward. In view of this assumption, your 
questions may be summed in one inquiry: 
Can men and women live in the higher life, 
to the exclusion of the exercise of the gen- 
erative functions? We take the affirmative 
of this question, and it is for physiologists, 





philosophers, medical men and others to 
show (not us) that the position taken is not 
tenable. Whenthey do, we will meet them 
with the experience of an hundred years; 
which, however, is barely a drop in the 
bucket compared with the experience of 
past ages. Celibate institutions have 
flourished for thousands of years in Thibet, 
The Brahmins of India can speak of their 
experience. To-day, Chinaand Japan have 
their celibate orders. Their existence in 
these stereotyped civilizations is an inverted 
prophecy that celibacy has existed for un- 
told ages in these countries. The Therapute 
of Egypt present their experience. The 
Essenes in Judea had their celibate com- 
munities. The order of the Vestal Priest- 
esses in ancient Rome lasted about one 
thousand years, And the monastic orders 
of Europe down to the present day, about 
two thousand years. And, strange to say, 
before Columbus touched the shores of this 
Western land, Mexico and Peru had each 
their own civilizations, and celibacy was 
found in them both! From every quarter 
of the globe we have convincing testimony, 
that wherever man has made any progress 
beyond being a mere animal, the laws of the 
higher life have broken forth in celibate in- 
stitutions. First in history and foremost in 
the field is Asia. Next in order is Africa. 
Europe responds for more than two thousand 
years in similar manifestations. Ancient 
America adds her quota of experience to the 
practicability of a virgin life. And lastly, 
the Shakers of modern America, in the sun- 
shine of physiological law, and in all the 
well-understood relationships of life, add 
their mite of experience to the testimony of 
past ages, that a celibate life is not only 
practicable, but also favorable to health and 
length of days. It is a condition necessary 
to the fulfillment of their wants and de- 
sires as a peculiar people, and a preliminary 
essential to their happiness, viz.: The mani- 
Sestation and growth of THE DIVINE LIFE in 
their spirits. We believe the mission of 
Jesus Christ was to manifest to humanity 
the diviner, the angelic life; and its possi- 
bility, propriety, and excellence as bearing 
directly upon the subject of heaven on 
earth. One of its conditions is virgin purity, 
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as is lived by the people called Shakers. 
Here arises the inquiry: Does such a life 
diminish or increase the awful maladies 
_ which the generative man and woman ‘are 
subject to? Let us see: Diseases range 
themselves under the two main divisions — 
sexual and nutritive functions. Under the 
former head, there is a long list of the most 
horrible of diseases! The life lived by us at 
once emancipates the sexes from that fright- 
ful list. The next inquiry is: What is the 
effect of a virgin life on its subjects? The 
vital statistics of our Order show that those 
who from youth and upward live a virgin 
life average greater length of years than 
does the generative order. 

As regards diseases of the nutritive func- 
tions, the same statistic proofs are appli- 
cable. Further, prospectively, we see, that 
an application of hygienic law to all the de- 
partments of life will insure good health 
daily, and greater length of years. This 
will flow naturally from our testimonies. 
First, we testify against the “lusts of the 
flesh.” Secondly, that eating and drinking 
Hence alcoholic 


should be for use only. 
drinks are not used, neither is tobacco by 


the rising generation. With those of ad- 
vanced life, who come among us, the vile 
weed is hardly tolerated. Tea and coffee in 
the long run are regarded by some as being 
injurious, being antagonistic to bodily 
growth, and tothe removal of effete matter 
from the system. The consumption of ani- 
mal food with us has greatly diminished; 
and it is thought by many to stimulate the 
lower organs of the brain, and that the an- 
gelic life can be more happily consummated 
without it. 
. DANIEL FRAZER. 


——__>———- 


Virtus or Home Love.— No man can 
safely go abroad that does not love to stay 
at home; no man can safely speak that 
does not willingly hold his tongue ; no man 
can safely govern, that would not cheer- 
fully become subject; no man can safely 
command, that has not truly learned to 
obey ; and no man can safely rejoice, but 
he that has the testimony of a good con- 
science.— Thomas a Kempis. 





Editorial, 
MAINTENANUE UF SHAKERISM. 


Can Shakerism be successfully main- 
tained? or must itdie for want of con- 
verts and supporters? These are 
serious questions, affecting the world 
at large, more seriously than it does 
those who are its present advocates 
and earnest supporters. 

To those who stoutly maintain its 
principles, in the face of all worldly 
opposition, there comes a gain in sal- 
vation and redemption, which, while 
secured to these few, are really needed 
to leaven the world at large, into su- 
perior manhood and womanhood. The 
faithful supporters of the faith feel a 
security of heaven’s future blessings 
by experiencing so large an enjoyment 
of these at the present time. Should 
the institution die, it would not. seri- 
ously affect those who, having bartered 
away their worldly, unchristian lives, 
for the gain of heavenly and eternal 
life, are already secured to their chris- 
tian reward; but can the world at 
large spare the action of its testimony, 
the agitation of its principles, which 
now, more than ever in the past, are 
working revolutions and evolutions 
among governmental and churchal 
policies, to the end that new earths 
and new heavens may be inaugurated ? 

Let the world bear witness to the 
unparalleled courage, and hope and 
trust of a people, who, securing to 
themselves no earthly honors nor 
emoluments; who, believing that their 
call to the support of principles known 
as Shakerism was God’s call and is to 
represent *‘ the salt of the earth”; who 
have trusted unfailingly to Providence 
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to send laborers into their field, with 
“none to declare their generations ” ; 
whose companions, converts to a sim- 
ilar faith, have no inducements, but 
the fruits of the most active self-de- 
nials, who cannot be man-made, but 
must be God-made, and who yet, for 
more than a century, have neither 
known nor felt any such feeling as 
failure brings ; but hold unflinchingly, 
their unhoneyed, unworldly, unpopular 
testimony to invite ‘‘ whosoever will.” 

Be it also known, that the Shakers 
are a sect, whose Church has no outer 
court, but whose priests and people 
are brought to the same square and 
plummet of communal life, and this 
fashioned after the active cross and 
self-denial of Jesus, the Christ. 

Resolving to du duty unfailingly ; 
determined upon no retreat from its 
radical, Christian cross—-listening 
not to any worldly following to ‘‘ come 
down from that Cross, and all will 
believe on you”—but “glorifying in 
whatever shame” there may be in fol- 
lowing the exactness of Christ’s life, 
the Shakers have no reason to antici- 
pate any failure of their institutions. 
For more than a century, their Church 
has stood with its indices pointing to 
a life superior to a worldly life, and a 
constant reminder of the life-example 
of the Master ; for this length of time 
it “has been the specie basis that has 
upheld the paper theories ” and hopes 
of communal and coéperative brother- 
hoods, actively hinting at heavenly 
life on earth, and being more than 
“the far-off echoes of the PRIMITIVE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH”; while its testi- 
mony for peace and peaceful arbitra- 
tions have been heard, acknowledged, 
and acted upon by the nations. 





From which considerations we con- 
clude: Shakerism being the harvest 
of the world’s good, its career is quite 
in its infancy. Lean though its sup- 
porters often feel; oft though they 
suffer the blight of disappointed hope 
and despondency; it is God’s work, and 
we have only to do duty and it will 
stand forever. Relying solely upon 
the resurrection of souls out of them- 
selves and selfishness; out from de- 
nominations which yield unsatisfac- 
tory returns ; and who, casting about 
for a superior religion and life in the 
world, but not of the world, let none 
repine nor worry about the continu- 
ance and maintenance of the Shaker 
Church. To lose heart would be to 
lose hope in super-excellent humanity, 
and of God working with humanity; 
for so long as there is an earnest of 
prayer, “Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” 
so long will the Shaker Church be 
maintained in flourishing conditions, 
while its glorious principles will con- 
tinue actively to spread, and the fame 
of its founder and supporters will 
never be “unknown, unhonored, nor 
unsung.” vv 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Wuat ProFireTH CELIBACY? 

Elsewhere, our Brother D. Fraser 
gives answers to a candid inquirer 
upon the subject of Celibacy. The 
answers will be found to be profitable 
reading. We opine, however, there 
are vastly stronger reasons for living 
virgin, celibate: lives, than because it 
tends to better health, freedom from 
sexual diseases, and greatly to long- 
evity. Our brother gives the true 
ring at every inference that it is the 
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condition necessary to grow success- 
fully into the Divine life. Celibacy 
per se—of itself merely—is unworthy 
of much commendation ; and only as 
it is used for, and becomes, the means 
or even one of the means by which 
the Divine life, the Christ life is ap- 
proached and attained unto, but little 
can be said in its favor, but rather 
savors of constrained selfishness. 

In the progress of individual chris- 
tianity it becomes and is simply and 
positively a necessity. None is so 
Christian without it, not only, but is 
so far from Christ practice, so far 
from being a christian in this respect. 
We acknowledge, all cannot be chris- 
tians after this manner of Christ’s 
example, so Jesus said, and so our 
experience with some _ individuals 
proves. We are only sorry that this 
is so—that indulgencies which ruin 
the chasteness of the Christ life are a 
necessity with some, otherwise ardent 
strugglers after the Divine pattern. 
Yea, sorry are we, that the lower, 
animal propensities should overcome 
the superior elements of the angel in 
humanity, causing so many to be thus 
dissimilar to Christ. 

Connected with this subject, is the 
fact that all religious denominations, 
those which marry, and those which 
do not, pay the highest tributes of 
praise,singling out for especial worship 
and admiration, those who have lived 
and died ‘‘celibates for the Kingdom 
of Heaven’s sake.” The lip service 
of such praise is like very thin air; 
but the love of such a life, which leads 


individuals to live it, because it was 
more like Christ’s life, and because 
this life was most like God’s life, this 
is true praise—a genuine, worshipful 
adoration of God—in our lives. 





LAFAYETTE. 


We present in this number, some of 
the curious observations of Lafayette 
in earth life, among the Shakers. 
Since his departure to the Spirit land, 
every society of the Shakers has been 
frequently visited and happily noticed 
by this exalted and noble soul, in the 
most unmistakable manner. Very 
many anecdotes of the foremost men 
of our nation, past and present, and 
their happy association with the 
Shakers, might be collated and profita- 
bly presented to the public. Unworthy 
of notice and esteem, as many world- 
loving, flesh-seeking, pleasure-hunting, 
so-called christians, think the Shakers 
are, it is a valuable thought to us, 
that the noblest men and women, of 
past and our own times, and of our 
own and other countries, have consid- 
ered it no condescension to seek and 
merit our esteem, and they missing no 
opportunity to repay the favors. 


CHRISTIAN PROGRESS. 


To those who can recall the precepts 
of preaching and writing of only one- 
quarter of a century since, must be 
forcibly and happily impressed with 
the mighty strides which pulpit and 
practical christianity have made to- 
ward the teachings of the model Chris- 
tian. There is a greater love of Christ 
manifested to-day than ever before — 
manifested too, not through adherence 
to technical, theological points, but in 
the acknowledgments so often heard 
that Christ’s life was and is best for 
Christians RomanCatholics were never 
so stirred among themselves, that their 
best representatives should copy at 
least one peculiar feature of Jesus and 
apostles— that of celibacy. Celibacy 
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for greater righteousness’ sake obtains 
greater respect and encouragement 
among the purest thinkers of all de- 
nominations, Jewish, Catholic, and 
Protestant alike, than ever before. 
The horrors of war are deprecated 
more than ever everywhere; and the 
more peaceful methods of arbitration 
and non-resistance have assumed possi- 
ble and real engagement of the reflec- 
tion of nations. The great GLADSTONE, 
of England, has lately invited all 
Europe to engage in a general disarma- 
ment! The rush of the Communists, 
wild and unwise though it seems, has 
for its calmer meaning “Share and 
share alike,” something like Pente- 
costal days. Weare living in grand 
times. The millennium is approach- 
ing faster than we are apt to think that 
it is; and where souls are living as 


Christ did, and dying unto the 
world as Jesus did, the millennium 
has already come, and come to stay. 


We would call special attention to 
the article upon the Millennium among 
the Indians, as written so sweetly in 
poetry by our talented Brother Sproat. 
It is known that the spirits of Indians 
find access to their mortal brethren 
more easily than the majority of others, 
not Indians. There appears, with all 
their apparent ignorance, much of 
their native innocence; and there is 
much more native wisdom than people 
commonly know of; for much of 
which profitable information we ren- 
der thanks to G. T. Sproat. 

We purpose being on hand with 
March MAntFEsTo by Feb. 29th, the 
birthday of Mother Ann Lee — the 
36th anniversary ! 





QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 


1. ‘* Will you please give us the best and 
shortest definition of a Shaker life ?” 

Certainly: A life that is pure, peace- 
able, unworldly and heavenly, like 
Jesus Christ’s life. 


2. ‘Do you consider it necessary to be- 
come ascetics in order to be Christians?” 


Only as Christ was an ascetic. 


3. “In your opinion, must we live celibate 
lives, to be followers of Jesus Christ ?” 

How can we follow where Jesus did 
not lead ? ‘ 


4. “Would not the world become ex- ° 
tinct if all should so live? and is it desira- 
ble that such should be the case?” 

(1.) Certainly; if all should so live, 
population would cease. (2:) ‘fo the 
“few” who “are able” and willing so 
to live, the questions of desirableness 
or undesirableness, declarative of gene- 
rations, never occur as germane con- 
siderations. 


5. ‘ Did not Jesus have great respect for 
the institution of marriage?” 

As a worldly, civil institution, he 
did; so does every sensible person. 
As a christian practice, he did not, nor 
can his genuine followers. 


6. “ Did not Jesus advise the selling of 
coats for the procuration of swords? and 
what were these swords to he used for?” 

It is said in scripture that he so ad- 
vised. Itisa safe, christian rule tu 
sell as many coats, and procure as 
many swords with the proceeds, as 
Jesus did, and only as many, and to 
use the swords after thus obtaining 
them just as Jesus did. See? 

7. “ Did not Jesus show a spirit of physi- 
cal violence and retaliation in driving out 
those who were defiling the temple?” 

It is said, in disapprobation of this 
chronicle,that “the zeal for his Father’s 
house had nearly ” destroyed his chris- 
tian equanimity. Jesus could sorrow 
for his mistakes. 

8. “In ‘Plain Talks,’ you say the first re- 
quirement of Shakerism is an honest con- 
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fession of one’s sins. Howis this following 
Jesus?” 5 

It is going down into the Jordan — 
judgment — to some one representin 
a confessor, like John Baptist, an 
imitating Jesus by rendering an ac- 
count of the way you have lived, good, 
bad, or indifferent to your best light 
and understanding, The confessions 
of Jesus to John made it apparent to 
the latter that a better man than he 
stood before him; hence John’s re- 
marks. Would to heaven it might 
similarly be your case when making 
‘your confessions to some Shaker elder; 
and the elder’s response, ‘‘ I have need 
rather to be baptized of thee.” 


9. “ What advice would you give me if I 
believed in Shaker doctrines of life and my 
wife did not ?” 

“Act your faith.” ‘* Liberty of 
conscience” is guaranteed to every 
American citizen, in this living faith, 
no less than in the belief of dead 
creeds, nor in the prosecution of self- 
ish indulgences under the civil con 
tract, called marriage. 


10. “‘ Could I engage in the trial of Shak- 
erism in any of the societies with the under- 
standing that if I did not like it, I could re- 
turn to my present, married life with my 
family?” 

We would be far from advising any 
such proceeding. Shakerism is ruin- 
ous to marital felicities; and you 
could not return to former, fleshly in- 
oe gta and selfish aggrandizements 
with the same satisfaction, after tast- 
ing Shakerism, as before. Regrets 
that you ever heard of Shakerism 
would ensue, if you should return to 
the habits of your worldly life; or 
remorseful reflections would follow, 
that you had recanted a better way of 
living. You have heard of ‘‘ the sow 
that was washed, returning to her 
wallowing in the mire” — this means 
the return of a woman from Shaker- 
ism to her worldly life ; and “ the dog 
that returned to his vomit” — this 
would mean you, returning to eat 
again what you had thrown out of your 





spiritual stomach as hurtful to you as 
a Christian. See? 


11. “ What social permissions are granted 


the sexes among the Shakers? Do or do 


not the rules of the societies create a disre- 
spect and coldness, the one toward the 
other?” 

Our founder, Ann Lee, was a wo- 
man of great affection and love toward 
both males and females. Discerning 
that ‘‘ poor man, while under tempta- 
tions to the flesh is always in danger,” 
she carefully removed from the practice 
of her children aught that would 
arouse the semblance of passion. She 
demonstrated, as the Shakers now do, 
that there can be a warmer, purer 
affection manifested by the sexes to- 
ward each other as gospel brethren 
and sisters, subject to rules that forbid 
physical contact, than by the conjured 
worldly idea, that there can be no love 
without sexual embraces of some kind. 
This love gets cold. Shaker love 
‘never grows old” nor cold, ‘‘ but is 


new every day.” 


RADICAL UTTERANCES. 


THERE is some person connected with the 
Golden Rule, of Boston, Mass., that is, 
apparently, trying to outrival Taz SHAKER 
MANIFESTO in its radical utterances. Of 


,course it matters not who utters a truth, 


but that it is uttered opportunely, neverthe- 
less we would pay homage to the conscien- 
tious bravery that puts plain, unvarnished, 
yet simple Christian facts where, and in a 
manner that professedly Christian folk 
must see and think of them—apart from 
their moulded ehurch catechisms. Hear : 


WHEN you hear a man, who holds up his 
head in society, confess in public prayer that 
he is a poor, miserable creature, unfit to 
live, you had better put your hand on to 
your pocket-book. 


A SPECIALLY interesting service once a 
month for the benefit of the heathen isa 
good thing; but would it not be in the line 
of Christian duty to have a special service 
once in a while for the young men who do 
not attend ‘the churches, but are at home 
in the drinking saloons ? 
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A RELIGION that is eloquent Friday night 
and active on the Sabbath, but is left at the 
family altar for fear that it will be trouble- 
some in the counting-room, will hardly con- 
vince shrewd men of the world that it is 
worth their attention. 

THE bread-and-butter gospel to a family 
that are hungry will do more to lead them 
to love and trust God than a Tr full of 
New Testaments. 


WHEN Christianity gives as warm a hand, 
as pleasant a face, and makes its places of 
worship as inviting as theatres, billiard 
halls and liquor saloons, there will be less 
poverty and crime charged to rum, and 
more credit due religion. 

VIRTUE, honesty, manliness do not need 
to be locked in a bank vault for security. 
A good character cannot be stolen by day or 
night. If any man has a character that 
can be stolen, the thief will get cheated. 


The Children’s Grotto. 











MINE. 


Whatever else you are, children, do not be 
selfish. We often hear, ringing out above 
the music of children’s voices, the words, 
“That’s mine!” and it startles us like a 
sharp clap of thunder when the sun is shin- 
ing — it seems so little in keeping with the 
sunshine of childhood. Not long since, a 
mother, selecting clothes for a poor woman, 
brought to the parlor a pair of bright red 
stockings, beautiful, but too small for her 
little one. The child saw what it was her 
mother held, and sprang forward, saying, 
‘* You won’t give her those, mamma? Those 
are mine /” and the emphasis placed upon 
that one word “ mine” opened to our gaze 
such a yawning pit of selfishness in that 
young girl’s heart as made our own ache to 
contemplate. 

Don’t be selfish, children. It is not really 
natural for any of us to be unselfish, but by 
a little care we can make a sort of second 
nature. That is, act generously and unself- 
ishly so often that it grows to be almost 
natural for us to do so.—Brethren's Advo- 
cate. 





THE BOY AND HIS CONSCIENCE. 


BOY. 
Over the fence is a garden fair — 
How I would love to be master there! 
All that I lack is a mere pretense, 
I could leap over the low white fence. 


CONSCIENCE, 


This is the way that all crimes commence, 
Sin and sorrow over the fence. 


BOY. 
Over the fence I can toss my ball, 
Then go in for it — that is all; 
Picking an apple up neath the tree, 
Would not be really a theft, you see. 


CONSCIENCE. 


This is a falsehood, a weak pretense, 
Sin and sorrow over the fence. 


BOY. 
Whose is the voice that speaks so plain? 
Twice have I heard it, and not in vain. 
Never will I venture to look that way, 
Lest I should do as I planned to-day. 


CONSCIENCE. 
This is the way that all crimes commence, 
Coveting that which is over the fence.—Sel, 


GOD SEES ME. 


I have heard of a little boy who was kept 
from committing a great sin remembering 
that God could see him. He was tempted 
to take something that did not belong to 
him, but he said: “ Although nobody sees 
me, God sees me, and I fear I should never 
again be good. I never could pray again to 
God; and what should I do when I come to 
die, and go away to answer God? I would 
rather be poor always than steal,” 


A missionary in Jamaica once asked a 
little negro in a missionary school, “ Who 
are the meek?” The child answered, 
“Those who give soft answers to rough 
questions.” 


GIRLS CAN'T THROW STONES.—They often 
try but fail. Why is it so? Physiology 
answers the question. The collar bone in 
the anatomy of a female is several inches 
longer than that of a male, and is set sev- 
eral degrees lower down.. This long, crooked 
bone interferes with the free and full action 
of the shoulder, and that’s the reason why 
girl’s can’t throw stones. So it is ; but they 
can do some other things, quite as import- 
ant, and can do them better than the boys! 
— Enterprise. 
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Home Topics. 





A SMALL piece of charcoal put into the 
pot with boiling cabbage removes the 
smell, 

To make good starch, after you have 
boiled it, put a small piece of butter and a 
teaspoonful of sugar in it, and the gloss is 
obtained. 

IN boiling meat for soup use cold water to 
extract the juices. If the meat is wanted 
for itself alone, plunge into boiling water at 
once. 

A SMART girl on shipboard found out 
from the cook how to peel and slice onions 
without crying over them. Very simple: 
Just hold them under water during the 
operation. 

To remove ink spots from any white fa- 
bric, throw salt and pepper over it in abun- 
dance, and all traces of ink will disappear. 
Soak the stained parts in milk, and the stains 
will be removed. Either way will work 
like magic. 

EXPERIMENTS have been made in Italy 
with borax as a preservative for butter, 
“Tt has been found,” says the Italian minis- 
ter of agriculture, “by recent trials at the 
agricultural station, that the addition of 
eight per cent borax to the salt, preserved 
the butter in its natural fine flavor for three 
months, although exposed to the air. 

Lumps In StaRCcH OR GRavy.—How true 
it is that, if we observe and remember, we 
can learn something of every one we meet. 
A few days ago I learned from the poorest 
housekeeper I know something new tome— 
that salt added to the flour before the 


water, on stirring paste for starch or gravy, 
would prevent the flour from forming into 
lumps. Of course I used to salt both gravy 
and starch, but I never observed the good 
results of adding the salt first. 


REMEDY FOR EaR-ACHE.—The Journal of 
Health gives the following: There is 
scarcely any ache to which children are 
subject so hard to bear and difficult to cure 
as the ear-ache. But there is a remedy 
never known to fail. Take a bit of cotton 
batting, put upon it a pinch of black pep- 
per, gather it up and tie it, dip it in sweet 
oil, and insert into the ear. Put a flannel 
bandage over the head to keep it warm. It 
will give immediate relief. 


THE secret of protecting furs and woolen 
garments from the depredations of the moth 
is very simple. In the first place, see that 
the article you are putting away is thor. 
oughly clean. Remove all spots of grease 
and dirt, and brush all dust from the gathers 
and folds. Take your furs out-doors and 
beat them thoroughly with a small rod, go- 
ing over a small part of the surface at a 
time, till the whole have been beaten. 
Then seal each article up in double folds of 
newspaper, pasting so closely that neither 
air nor insect can get in. This is a better 
way than any we know of, not excepting 
camphor, tobacco, pepper, and other pun- 
gent preventives which are commonly used. 


——>——_——_ 


What luster Goldwin adds to the plain 
name of Smith. He has lately said, “If 
Jonathan Edwards found the truth it is 
very remarkable, since he never sought it 
for a moment.”—Am. Soe. 
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Society Recori. 
SOCIETY ITEMS. 


‘‘There is no death,” we happily record, 





Canterbury, N. H., is buying potatoes, 
having lost most of its crop by the rot. 

The slippery season has worked terribly 
with some of the saints here. 

Received from Benj. H. Smith, $12.00. 

ENFIELD, N. H.— That was quite a severe 
loss of the North Family, to have a valuable 
team of horses disappear beneath the ice of 
their beautiful lake. We sympathize. 


HarvarD, Mass.— The experiment of 
heating buildings with hot water is being 
made at this place, and with apparently the 
grandest success. 


ENFIELD, Conn.— Richard Van Deusen 
has discovered a remedy, and sure prevent- 
ive against the attacks of borers upon fruit 
trees. It is cheap, and so easily applied, 
that there ought to be a great demand for 
it. He may be addressed on the subject at 
Shaker Station, Conn. 


SourH Union, Ky.—Elder H. L. Eads 
learned by sad experience that he is not 
“the boy of yore,” but 73 years of age, 
when jumping from a railroad train, ere it 
had fully stopped at his home, he was 
thrown with such violence as to break some 
of his ribs, and otherwise injure him. 

Since ready for press we have received 
intelligence of the decease of Wm. Rankin, 
at this Society, on the 25th ult., aged 76. 


WATERVLIET, O.— Elder 8. W. Ball we 
learn has been transferred to the Society at 
Whitewater, O. Wherever he goes, he has 
our unbounded respect. He is that man of 
whom that lovely saint, loving sister, and 
loved-by-everybody-Eldress, Elizabeth Farr 
once said: “ With all his faults, he’s as good 
as God!” 


WATERVLIET, N. Y.— The Central Minis- 
try arrived at this place February 11. Thou- 
sands upon thousands will hereafter miss 
the beautiful and shade-affording willows 
which adorned the entrance to the Church 
Family. They are no more. 





It is proposed to introduce an immense 
circular saw for lumbering purposes, with a 
proportionate waterwheel inthe “Great Red 
Mill.” This looks enterprising. i 

Union VILLAGE, O.— Received of Chas. 
Massey, $20.00; Chas. Clapp, $4.15. 

Hancock, Mass.— Received of Thomas 
Damon, $5.00; of I. R. Lawson, $25.00. 

Mr. LeBanon, N. Y.—Received of Benj. 
Gates, $70.50. 


Agricultural. 


BrooM-CorNn SEED.-- An exchange states 
that the seed of broom-corn, which has hith- 
erto been considered useless except for plant- 
ing, and an inferior article of food for cattle, 
has been discovered to be valuable as a 
breadstuff. It was first used as a substitute 
for wheat in 1870 and 1871, but, like many 
other good things, was lost sight of, and its 
manufacture was never carried to success, 
and never became even particularly known 
until about three years ago. The yield of 
flour is about one-half in place of two-thirds 
from wheat. The bran is also as valuable 
as wheat bran as a food for animals. The 
flour cannot be told from wheat flour, and 
the bread, cake, etc., is delicate, inviting and 
delicious, and easily digested. The yield of 
broom-corn seed is also enormous, a single 
spear often producing a pint of seed, and the 
yield has reached five hundred bushels to 
the acre, while it is safe to estimate the ave- 
rage at one hundred bushels. 

COVERED YARDS FoR CATTLE.— American 
farmers for the most part have yet to learn 
the value of a covered yard for their stock. 
There are many days in the year when cat- 
tle could be turned into such a yard, that 
would otherwise be condemned on account 
of the weather to stand all day in the stable, 
The roof would prevent all waste of ma- 
nure from washing,and would make the 
yard so cleanly and comfortable that the an- 
imals could lie down. In this country, 
where wood is cheap and almost every man 
sufficiently handy to be his own carpenter, 
we are convinced that farmers have only to 
see the advantages of such yards to adopt 
them at once. 
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-A GARDENER’s SECRET.—Peter Hender- 
son, the veteran gardener, made a very sig- 
nificant statement before the convention of 
nurserymen and florists. This statement 
embodies the remarkable fact that if garden 
seeds, when planted in the spring, are 
firmly pressed, when under the earth, by 
the ball of the foot at the time the garden- 
ers are putting them into the ground, they 
will invariably grow, drought or not drought; 
and what is still more important, they will 
spring up earlier and grow faster and ma- 
ture better than any of their kind which 
have not been subjected to this discipline. 
The same rule of pressure, he says, holds 
true in regard to transplanting trees, shrubs 
and plants. This isan item of great prac- 
tical value to many of our people, and es- 
pecially to those who live in the suburbs.— 
Cleveland Herald. 


TRAVELLERS say that the Chinese have a 
method of preserving grapes sc as to have 
them at hand during the eutire year, by 
cutting a circular piece out of a ripe pump- 
kin, or gourd, making an aperture large 
enough to admit the hand. The interior is 
then completely cleaned out, the ripe grapes 
are then placed inside, and the cover re- 
placed and pressed in firmly. The pump- 
kins are then kept ina cool place, and the 
grapes will be found to retain their fresh- 
ness for a very long time. 


How TO MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF TREES. 


—When a tree stands so that the shadow 
can be measured, its height can be readily 
ascertained as follows: Set a stick upright 
—let it be perpendicular by the plumb 
line. Measure the length of the shadow of the 
stick. As the length of its shadow is to the 
height of the stick, so is the length of the 
shadow of a tree to its height. For instance: 
If thestick is four feet above the ground, 
and its shadow is six feet in length, and the 
shadow of the tree is ninety feet, its height 
will be sixty feet. 6: 4:: 90: 60. inother 
words, multiply the length of the shadow of 
the tree by the length of the stick, and di- 
vide by the length of the shadow of the 
stick. 





GEMS FROM CONTEMPORARIES. 


The strengthening of principle is better 
than a great deal of frothy emotion. 

The secret of walking in the light is in 
keeping aloof from tarnished appearances. 


To be a follower of Christ is to live as 
Christ lived ; to be a Christian is to be like 
Christ. 

The trumpet of fame will sooner or later 
do us all the justice we need, without giving 
the blast with our own breath. 


A colored preacher, commenting on the 
passage, ‘ Be ye therefore wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves,” said that the mix- 
ture should be made in the proportion of a 
pound of dove to an ounce of serpent. 

How many theological wars would have 
been averted if the Christian charity of Mr. 
Emerson’s latest word to preachers had pre- 
vailed: ‘‘ Always put the best interpreta- 
tion on a tenet.” 


A good many Christians pray that the 
world may be converted, and then sit down 
and wait for God to auswer their prayers. 
But if they are farmers, they never pray 
that God will plough their corn fields, and 
then get up on the fence and wait to see the 
dirt fly. 

WISHING. 
I wish that friends were always true, 
And motives always pure; 
I wish the good were not as few, 
I wish the bad were fewer ; 
I wish that persons ne’er forgot 
To heed their pious teaching ; 
I wish that practicing was not 
So different from preaching. 


Tue Lesson OF LIFE. 
Charles Kingsley’s farewell toa child is 
the great lesson of life for us all: 


My gentle child, I have no song to give you; 
No lark could pipe to skies so dull and 


gray ; 
Yet, ere we part, one lesson I can leave you 
For every day. 


Be good, dear child, and let who will be 
clever; 
Do noble things, not dream them, all day 


ong ; 
And so make life, death, and that vast 
forever, 


One grand, sweet song. 
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” PUCKERED-PURSEDNESS.” 


A quaint minister once prayed that the 
church might be delivered from “ puckered- 
pursedness.” He meant that his desire was 
that the purses of his people would not be 
kept so tightly closed that the money could 
not get out from them to go on the errands 
of the Lord. 

The church at large needs to be delivered 
from this evil. Some money does come, but 
the purses of Christians are still too closely 
puckered. Open them wider, brethren! If 
the purse is full, let the gift be large. If the 
purse be scantily filled, nevertheless let the 
outcome be proportionate. 

Purses are filling up all over the land. 
May they not be kept puckered when the 
claims of a perishing world are presented 
to Christian thought.— 0. In American Mes- 
senger. 


THEOLOGICAL TOBACCO. 


The wise Golden Rule thoughtfully says : 
‘* We are glad that at last the cause of poor 
Freeman’s insanity, by which his child was 
murdered, is discovered. By the testimony 
of a neighbor, it was not bud theology but 
tobacco.” 

Apropos of which we present the follow- 
ing: 

A SUSPICIOUS LOOKING ANGEL. 

Dominie H. was one of the old-times cir- 
cuit riders, whose rough exterior and some- 
what non-society ways often obscured his 
real goodness of heart. One day he was 
caught in a shower in Illinois, and, going to 
a rude cabin near by, he knocked at the 
‘door. A sharp-looking old dame answered 
his summons. He asked for shelter. “I 
don’t know you,” she replied, suspiciously. 


“Remember the Scriptures,” said the do-;| 


minie. “Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.” “ You needn’t say that,” 
quickly returned the other; “ no angel would 
come down here with a big quid of tobacco 
in his mouth!” She shut the door in his 
face, leaving the good man to the mercy of 
the rain and his own reflections. 





A Turkish Be.ier.— “The Turks,” says 
@ correspondent of the Observer, writing 
from their midst, “are believers in the 
second advent of Christ. It is a common 
remark among them now that the prophetic 
indications of His coming, as given in their 
books, are being manifested. These signs 
are general distress and suffering, disorder, 
war, rebellion, the decline of the true faith, 
general corruption, oppression, etc. He is 
to descend at Damascus, become a genuine 
Moslem, and during the forty years of His 
earthly career He is to secure great pros- 
perity, and peace shall be so complete as to 
extend even to the lower orders of creation, 
as described in Isaiah. The advent of 
Christ is to be succeeded by other wonders 
in rapid succession, and then the end of 
the world is tocome. This is the belief of 
all orthodox Mohammedans, and considering 
the belief, it is not strange that the devout 
among them are looking for the end of the 
world. During no period of their recent 
history have the signs above mentioned 
been so fully realized as at present.” 


It will usually be found that those who are 
grossly vicjous in manhood dropped a seed 
of vice in the morning of life ; that the fallen 
youth who was religiously trained and has 
become corrupt, broke off his connection 
with the virtuous ways just where he did a 
very wicked thing in boyhood. Here isa fact 
to be pondered. The oldest man in the 
prison could not say that childhood and 
youth had no connection with his present 
condition. Perhaps he could point to the 
very day and hour when, he decided his 
present character. SEL. 


Has any one permitted himself to make 
use of injurious expressions respecting you? 
Reply to him by blessings. Does he treat 
you ill? Be patient. Does he reproach you? 
Is the reproach just? If it be, condemn 
yourself; if not, it is but a breath of air. 
Flattery could not really impart a merit to 


you if you have it not, nor calumny give you 
faults that you do not actually possess. 
Does he tax you with ignorance? In show- 
ing yourself angry you justify the charge. 
Does he persecute you? Think of Jesus 
Christ. Can you ever suffer as he has suf- 
fered 1—St. Basil the Great. 





